BURNSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Regular Meeting — Thursday, January 4, 2018

On January 4, 2018, the Burnsville Town Council, with members Mayor Theresa Coletta, Judy Buchanan,
Russell Fox, Bunnie McIntosh, and Shannon Peterson present, held a regular meeting at the Burnsville
Town Hall. Also in attendance were town staff members Brian Buchanan, Leslie Crowder, Jon England,
Chad Fox, Jeanne Martin and Ronnie Tipton; and visitors John Bostick, Lucy Doll, David Grindstaff,
Rhonda Higgins, and Jamie McMahan. The Mayor, who presided, stated that the purpose of the meeting
was to conduct regular business for the month of January, 2018.

= Public Comment — John Bostick told Council he is in the process of purchasing a lot in town and
wants to build an on-frame modular home on the lot, but has been told his plans are not in
compliance with town ordinances. He appealed to Council for reconsideration of ordinances to
permit on-frame modulars. After discussion between Mr. Bostic and Ronnie Tipton about the
definition of on and off-frame modulars, Attorney Heather Hockaday explained that Council could
refer the issue to the Planning Board for a recommendation on an amendment to the ordinance to
clarify the definition. The agenda for this meeting will be amended to consider the referral to the
Planning Board.

= Adoption of Agenda —Shannon Peterson moved to adopt the agenda as amended to include
consideration of a referral to the Planning Board of the issue discussed in Public Comment. Judy
Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried.

= Consideration of Minutes — Available for review were minutes from the following meetings:

a. Special meeting held December 7, 2017
b. Closed session held December 7, 2017

Russell Fox moved to adopt the minutes of the aforesaid meetings. Shannon Peterson seconded the
motion, which carried.

= Planning Board Report — No Planning Board meetings were held in the past month; no report was
available. Council considered the issue brought earlier in the meeting by Mr. John Bostick. Judy
Buchanan moved to refer to the Planning Board the issue of clarifying the definition of modular
homes on- and off-frame. Shannon Peterson seconded the motion, which carried.

= Public Hearing - Judy Buchanan moved to open a public hearing on the addition of fees to the utility
rate schedule for 3” taps to the Town'’s water and sewer lines. Bunnie Mcintosh seconded the
motion, which carried. Available for review were copies of the Town’s Rate and Fee Schedules that
depicted the proposed addition. No one asked to be heard. Shannon Peterson moved to close the
Public Hearing. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion which carried.

=  Council Action on the Addition of Fees to the Utility Rate Schedule for 3” Taps to the Town’s
Water and Sewer Lines — After Council discussion and an opportunity to ask questions of the Public
Works Director, Bunnie McIntosh moved to approve the addition of fees to the utility rate schedule
for 3” taps to the Town’s water and sewer lines. Shannon Peterson seconded the motion, which
carried.
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= Resolution Supporting Beautification Enhancements along US Highway 19E Corridor through
Yancey County — EDC Director Jamie McMahan explained the background and purpose of the

proposed Resolution, mentioning that of the three levels of enhancement opportunities, (basic,
enhanced, and landmark) the Town is asking for the basic level on the medians and the landmark
level at the gateways. He advised that the County will consider the same Resolution after adoption
by the Town. Russell Fox moved to adopt the aforesaid Resolution and authorize the Mayor’s
signature. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried.

®  Public Records Inquiries/Requests

a. Mayor Coletta’s Comments — The Mayor read an email from Lucy Doll which contained a records
request for a large number of emails by and between seven different town officials over several
years, with fees waived. Once she learned how extensive the job would be to retrieve and
review such a large number of emails, Ms. Doll amended her request to fewer individuals. Ms.
Doll has been told that the cost of an IT specialist would be hers to bear, but the town taxpayers
would have to bear the cost of having the town attorney review the retrieved emails to
determine what is public record and what is not, which could amount to $10,000 +.

b. Attorney Heather Hockaday’s Comments — Mrs. Hockaday advised that Ms. Doll’s request has
been withdrawn at this time. She spoke about the complications involved in extracting emails,
making a decision on whether they are public record or not, and in some cases having to redact
the contents. Council agreed it would be helpful to have a refresher on what is or is not a public
record sometime in the near future.

= Mayor’s Administrative Report

a. SEARCH Update — The Mayor advised that the next meeting of this group will be held January 9"
at the Spruce Pine Episcopal Church, and she told Councilors that she is willing to take riders
with her to the meeting.

. Planning Efforts for Town Square Use — tabled until a future meeting

c. January 2" Blue Ridge Motel update — tabled until a future meeting

d. January Work Session — Work sessions are usually scheduled the third Tuesday of the month
from 3-5:00 p.m. Councilors indicated that set date/time will usually work with their schedules.
The next work session will be held on Tuesday, January 16", and the focus of the meeting will be
the audit presentation.

= Department Updates:
a. Administration — Jeanne Martin, Town Clerk/Tax Collector
1. Pursuant to GS 105-369(a), Tax Delinquent Report dated January 2, 2018 was provided as an
update of uncollected revenues. A variety of collection efforts are underway, with every
delinquent account receiving attention.
2. Finance Issues:
a) The Budget vs. Actual dated January 2, 2018 was furnished to Council.

b. Fire Department — Chief Niles Howell reported:
1. Status of Property
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a) Report on building project and financing (USDA Grant) — Required documents have been
sent to Indian Tribes and the Army Corps of Engineers for review. The town’s financial
forms and contact with LGC will be the next undertaking.

2. Operations — Councilors received an activity summary for the month. A FEMA grant for
turnout gear and a State grant with a 50-50 match for equipment needs are now open.

c. Police Department - Chief Brian Buchanan reported:
1. Council reviewed the department’s activity log for the month of December, 2017
2. Council reviewed a Resolution Declaring Certain Property Surplus and Authorizing its
Disposal. Judy Buchanan moved to adopt the aforesaid Resolution. Shannon Peterson
seconded the motion, which carried.

d. Public Works Department — Public Works Director Ronnie Tipton reported:

1. An activity log was available for review.

2. Town Hall ADA compliant bathroom — Plans for the ADA bathroom project were shared with
new Council members in the past month. Councilors were told that the town has an
estimate from a local qualified contractor that falls under the State bid requirement, so
whether we bid out the project or not is optional, although the bidding option would
require an engineer for bid comparisons. Judy Buchanan moved to award the contract to
the contractor whose estimate we already have. Russesll Fox seconded the motion, which
carried.

3. Atthe request of one of the Town Councilors, Mr. Tipton presented a summary on the
status of ongoing and upcoming projects.

e. Town Center - Facility Manager Chad Fox provided a schedule for the month of January. He
advised that new events in 2018 will include a “Vintage Market” and “Handmade Market.”

= Council Members’ Reports
a. Russell Fox advised that he’d been approached by a county landowner about the intake on

Bolen’s Creek. The town does not have legal right to access the intake, and the property owner
is interested in exchanging right-of-way for town assistance in building a bridge on his property.
Ronnie Tipton shared background on the previous bridge, which was washed away with the
bank in the flood of '77. Since that time we have accessed the intake over the property owner’s
land, but the bridge has now deteriorated to a point where equipment can’t pass, so the bridge
is being repaired and resurfaced. Judy Buchanan moved to authorize Ronnie Tipton and
Heather Hockaday to work on an agreement for the aforesaid exchange and bring back to
Council for consideration. Shannon Peterson seconded the motion, which carried.

= Updates from Advisory Boards and Non-Profits
a. Yancey County Economic Development Commission —Jamie McMahan reported:

1. In April of last year the Town, Yancey County, EDC and Chamber of Commerce talked about
incentivizing a hotel property. It was decided that we would pursue a market demand
analysis through the Magellan Group. It is now suggested that we do a marketing piece
(Phase II) at a cost of $5,900 that could be split 4 ways at $1,475 from each entity. Judy
Buchanan moved to participate in Phase Il of this project. Bunnie Mcintosh seconded the
motion, which carried.
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2. Mr. McMahan advised that he recently met with representatives from the Appalachian
Regional Council (ARC) and the Secretary of Commerce.

3. Responses have been sent to four requests for information from the Department of
Commerce. We do have one building reuse project at Taylor Togs through a DOC grant that
will provide 5 new jobs and a possible water/sewer customer.

4. A conference with the NC Rural Center and local elected officials has been arranged for
January 24™ from 3-5 p.m. at the Town Center to discuss issues impacting rural
communities.

= Next Regular Town Council Meeting — The next Town Council meeting will be held on Thursday,
February 1, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., at the Burnsville Town Hall to consider regular business for the month
of February. There being no further business, Bunnie Mcintosh moved to adjourn. Shannon
Peterson seconded the motion, which carried.
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